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That all the miferies, which Nature ows, 

Were mine at once. No. Come thou 
home, Rovfillon, 

Whence honour but of danger wins a {car, 

As oft it lofes all. I will be gone— 

My being here it is that holds thee hence ; 

hall I ftay here to do it? No, no, al- 

though ' 

The air of Paradife did fan the houfe, 

And Angels officed all—I will be gone, 

That pititul rumour may report my flight, 

To confolate thine ear. 


ACT IV. SCENE III. 


I thall conclude.thefe obfervations witha 
rcfle&tion made in this place on the mixed 
character of human ‘nature in general, in 
which virtue and vice are often fo balancéd 
or blended, as to prevent perfeStion on 
one hand, and total depravation on the 
other. 

A Lorpb. 
The web of our life is of a mingled yarn, 
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good and ill tagether. Our virtues would 
be proud, if our faults whipped them not ; 
and our crimes would defpair, if they were 
not cherifged by our virtues. 


Dr. Johnfon obferves, this Play has 
many delightful Scenes, though not fuf- 
ficiently probable ; and fome happy charac- 
ters, though not new, nor produced by any 
deep knowledge of human nature. Pa- 
rolles is a boafter and a coward, fuch as 
has always been the fport of the Stage ; 
but, perhaps, never raifed more laughter 
or contempt in the hands of Shake/peare. 

I cannot reconcile my heart to Bertram, 
a man noble without generofity, and young 
without truth, who marries Helena as a 
coward, and leaves her as a profligate ; 
when fhe is dead by his unkindnefs, thrieks 
home to a fecond marriage, is accufed by 
a woman whom he has wronged, defends 
himflf by falfhood, and is difmiffed to 
happinefs. 
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PR. EB. Bo AO, 


E cannot embrace a more fuitable opportunity, 

than that which occurs at the commencement 
of a New Volume, to return our fincere thanks to 
our numerous Readers, for their liberal encourage- 
ment of a Work, which, we flatter ourfelves, has ap- 
peared calculated for Public entertainment and utility; 
in the courfe of which, we have feduloufly endeavour- 
ed to render our labours not unworthy the counte~ 
nance of perfons of tafte and ingenuity, by felecting 
a variety of valuable pieces tending to advance the 
important interefts of reafon and morality; and, oc- 
cafionally, to relieve the mind by fuch articles as are 
moft likely to contribute to their amufement. 


We have hitherto, we truft, preferved ourfelves 
from that contempt, into which many Publications of 
this kind have fallen, by improper management. 
We have neither colleted trifles for the inconfiderate, 
tales of {candal for the malevolent, nor high-feafoned 
anecdotes for the vicious; nor, in. our political de- 


partment, wantonly abufed Government, on the one 
hand; nor flavithly fupported its meafures on the 
other. 
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ii PREFAC E. 


Our great object, in fhort, has been to make the 
Matrrer of our Work accord with its Tirte; and oe 
to form a compilation, in which the critical Reader 
fhould not be totally difappointed, whether he meant 
to inrich his mind with Userut KNowLepGE, or un- 
bend it with Innocent PLEAsuRE. . t 


Our endeavours upon this head, we hope we may 
fay, without prefumption, have not been altogether 
fruitlefs, and we affure ourfelves, they will in fome 
degree claim the indulgence of our Readers, for what- 
ever errors and deficiencies may be met with in the 
courte of this undertaking. 


It would be an unpardonable negle&, upon this 
occafion, not to exprefs our moft grateful acknow- 
ledgements to thofe ingenious Writers, whofe corre- 
{pondence has affifted our defign; or not to anxioufly 
follicit a continuation of thofe favours, by which the 
value of our Work has been fo effentially in- 


creafed, 


THE 


Es” ee mT. 








